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NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM (TAP)

Round 4 - 2021 APPLICATION FOR FUNDING

1. Sponsor Information (Sponsor is the municipality or school district / SAU that is
applying. Contact is the person who will be in responsible
charge of the project).

Sponsor Name: Town of Windham, NH

Mailing Address: 3 North Lowell Road

Windham, NH 03087

Telephone: (603) 432-7732

Email: townadmin@windhamnh.gov

Contact Name: David Sullivan

Title: Town Administrator
Mailing Address: 3 North Lowell Road
windham, NH 03087

Telephone: (603) 432-7732

Email: townadmin@windhamnh.gov

Governing Regional Planning Commission: southern NH Planning Commission

Ph: (603) 669-4664
www.shhpc.org

Page 1 of 13



2. Project Information

Map: (A map is required as part of the application. Map must be scanned as a
pdf file. Map should include street names, State route numbers,
project details, identification of resources, north arrow, and a scale)

O MAP SUBMITTED

Eligible TAP Activities: Check the eligible TAP activity(s) that your project is proposing.

Construction, planning, and design of on-road and off-road trail facilities for pedestrians,
bicyclists, and other non-motorized forms of transportation, including sidewalks, bicycle
infrastructure, pedestrian and bicycle signals, traffic-calming techniques, lighting and other
safety-related infrastructure, and transportation projects to achieve compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 USC 12101 et seq).

Construction, planning, and design of infrastructure-related projects and systems that will
provide safe routes for non-drivers, including children, older adults, and individuals with
disabilities to access daily needs.

Conversion and use of abandoned railroad corridors for trails for pedestrians, bicyclists, or other
non-motorized transportation users.

The Safe Routes to School Program eligible projects and activities listed at section 1404(f) of the
SAFETEA-LU: Infrastructure-related projects only.

Description of work being proposed:
(Clearly describe purpose and need for project as well as project goals and objectives)

Primary purpose is to fill a void within an expanding network of paved trails aimed at supporting and encouraging
non-motorized travel both in Windham and along the 1-93 corridor. This overall network, as envisioned in the
“2003 Salem to Concord Bikeway Feasibility Study”, is being developed in an effort to reduce dependency on
motor vehicles by providing a transportation link for both work and recreational trips. Usage studies of the current
trails clearly indicate such alternatives are highly desired by a wide range of bicyclists and pedestrians.

Windham proposes to improve up to a total of 2.27 miles (approx. 12,000') of the Greenway Recreational Trail
(GRT), predominantly located west of 1-93. This portion of the GRT, which begins near the intersection of
Meetinghouse and Old Mill roads and runs northeasterly to intersect with the western right-of-way of 1-93, is
currently owned by the Town and follows much of the abandoned Boston & Maine Railroad right-of-way. Under an
agreement between the Town and NH Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR), the improvements
will then continue on a State-owned section extending .19 miles (approx. 1,000") from the eastern edge of I-93;
ultimately terminating at North Lowell Road a short distance from an existing 4.1 mile paved section of the
Rockingham Recreational Trail (RRT). As part of the ongoing 1-93 project, the NH Department of Transportation
(DOT) invested funds to install two (2) twelve-foot (12') wide box culverts under the highway to facilitate
connectivity between the GRT and RRT (see attached correspondence), and the Town completed a wetland
crossing project in 2020 in the area between 1-93 and North Lowell Road.

The resulting corridor of nearly seven (7) miles of paved trail, including the additional 1.6 miles constructed under
a TE grant to expand the RRT in Windham and Salem, would serve to interconnect miles of paved trail in the
towns of Derry and Salem; thus establishing a vast network among these communities that, overall, represents
but a portion of the “Southern New Hampshire Regional Rail Trail Network”.
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Resources within project limits:
(List all cultural, archeological, and natural resources, as well as any known hazardous materials in
project limits)

Natural Resources: Improving this railroad bed affords users access to our scenic and attractive Foster's Pond
Conservation area. Further, by allowing movement along and under 1-93 to the RRT, users can enjoy the Mitchell
Pond area, a smaller unnamed pond off of Haskell Road, and a number of scenic vistas and wildlife encounters.
Similar sites and encounters can be had in the towns of Derry and Salem as users make their way along the
paved trails to points north and south of Windham.

Cultural Resources: Windham Depot, a local Historic District located near the end of the trail area, was renovated
as part of a past Transportation Improvement Program grant to stabilize and beautify the train depot and freight
building, and enhance parking for trail users. Nearby the Depot, are the architecturally significant remains of
Seavey's Flume. Additionally, across the street rests the Town's C-16, a former B&M NE 5 class caboose built in
1932 in Concord as part of a 26 unit run. Adjacent to the caboose is the Stickney Cellar Hole Historic District;
which was established by Town meeting in 2008. Further along the RRT, users will encounter an architecturally
significant stone arch bridge dating to 1849, a cellar hole from a circa 1800 sawmill, and several stone walls.
Within the GRT itself, there are no other visible historic structures or railroad artifacts. The steel rail and ties have

Project Details

Road Na me(s) (List all roads in project limits)

Old Mill Road, Meetinghouse Road, Nashua Road, Londonderry Road, Haskell Road, Nottingham Road,
Beacon Hill Road, Depot Road, Interstate 93, and North Lowell Road

State Route Number: (List all State route numbers or N/A if on a@ municipal road)
Interstate 93, North Lowell Road

Railroad: (List name of railroad corridor if rail trail or rail with trail project)
Worchester, Nashua, and Rochester Branch of the Boston and Maine Railroad

Other: (If off-road path, describe beginning and ending termination locations)

Begins near the intersection of Old Mill and Meetinghouse roads and terminates at the westerly side of North
Lowell Road

Length of Project: (If more than one location, provide total length of proposed improvement)
Approximately 12,000 feet, or 2.27 miles

Width of proposed improvement: (If width isn’t consistent, provide an average width for majority of
improvements)
12'-14' (8' - 10" paved path with 2' shoulders on each side)

Surface Type: (List Paved, Concrete, Gravel, Stone Dust, etc. for all proposed improvements)

Paved

Ownership: (List the entity that owns the land in the limits of your proposed improvements)

Town of Windham or State of NH Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR). (Note: The Town has,
or will have, a Municipal Management Agreement on that portion owed by State)
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3. Project Cost Estimate

Identify the estimated project costs under each of the phases below.

A) Design/Engineering: S
(Costs for engineering study, preliminary design,
environmental review, identifying and establishing right-of-way,
easements preparation, final design, and bid phase services)

75,000.00

B) Right-Of-Way: $ 5,000.00

(Cost of easement acquisition and/or land acquisition)

C) Construction: S |975,000.00
(Cost of constructing project, materials, and labor)

D) Construction Engineering: $ 145,000.00
(Cost of engineering oversight for the project. Oversight needs
to be almost fulltime.

Project Total: $ [1,200,000.00
(Min. $400,000 Max S1,250,000)

Identify the amount of federal funding you are applying for.

If you are overmatching your project to get your total up to S400,000 or over 51,250,000 you add the
additional funds to your required match and put that in the MatchS box below. Your % federal funds will
be adjusted based on your amount of overmatch. If you are adding funds that will be in addition to the
amount of federal funds and match for your project those are considered non-participating funds. In this
case you put the additional funds in the non-participating box. This is usually done if you want to do
additional work that may not be eligible under the TAP program but you want the work done under the
overall contract.

Federal $ [960,000.00 30 %
(51,000,000 Max. 5320,000 Min. for federal amount requested) (80% Max. for TAP reimbursement)

Match $ |240,000.00 20 %
(Enter amount of local match and additional funds if applicable)

Reason for non-participating funds

Non-Participating $ [0.00

Funding Total $ |1 200,000.00
TVin. S400,000 Max.S1,250,000)
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4. Evaluation Criteria (Applications will be scored on criteria developed by the Department’s
Transportation Alternatives Program Advisory Committee (TAPAC). The TAPAC developed these
criteria to select the best applications for funding.)

There are four main criteria and five sub-criteria that will be used to evaluate
projects and are listed below:
e RPC/MPO Ranking criterion, Section D will be done by the governing

regional planning commission using the information provided in the
application. Application will be submitted to the Department and the
Department will forward copies to the Regional Planning Commissions

MAIN CRITERIA

Potential for Success

Safety

Project Connectivity

RPC/MPO Rankings

SUB-CRITERIA

Project Readiness and Support

‘ Financial Readiness

Feasibility

‘ Stress Analysis

Improve Safety Conditions

Note: Information for this criterion will be provided by
your governing Regional Planning Commission

during the scoring process.
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A) Potential for Success: Sponsor will need to demonstrate the factors that will
indicate a project’s likeliness to succeed.

MANDATORY REQUIREMENT: All applications must include a letter of support
from the Sponsor’s governing body committing to actively engaging and leading
the project. Application will not be accepted without this letter.

Letter of support attached: | U

e Project Readiness and Support: is the project part of a local and/or regional plan and
effort, and has it been endorsed by local and regional bodies and advocacy groups? That is, did
you build your case about the importance of this project to many constituents like conservation
commission, planning board, other local groups? Is it part of a regional plan or have RPC/TAC
support? Is it part of a master plan or other planning document? (Number of constituents and/or
planning documents will be used for scoring)

This trail network is part of the Granite State Rail Trail and, thus, part of a vast network of already built or pending
rail trails in the Southern New Hampshire area involving the towns of Derry, Windham, Salem, and beyond.

As seen in the attached letters, the proposed project has garnered the support of the Town's Conservation
Commission, Recreation Committee, the Rail Trail Alliance, Board of Selectmen, and our legislators. Additionally,
as was the case with the Town's previous TAP application for this same project, a funding request for 2021 was
submitted to our Capital Improvements Committee where it received positive support. The Committee gave the
project a CIP ranking of 2.33 (defined as "necessary and needed within 1-3 years"). The CIP recommended to the
Planning Board, who accepted, that $30,000 be allocated in 2021 with additional funding planned over the next
few years to fund the project. The Board of Selectmen brought forth an article to the 2021 Town Meeting to create
a Capital Reserve Fund for the project and raise $30,000 to be placed into the fund, which was approved by the
voters by 69.80%; indicating a significant level of support.

Improvements to our rail trail corridors and providing additional, safe routes of travel for pedestrians, bicyclists and
other outdoor enthusiasts has been, and continues to be, a goal of our Town and our Planning Board. This is
evidenced by not only the current Master Plan (adopted in 2005) which identified as a key issue for the Town
"enhancing, improving access to, and management of the Town's trails and conservation lands" (p. 41).

In efforts to accomplish both a key Recreation/Cultural Objective and a Transportation/Circulation Objective, in
2005 a strategy was developed which stated the Town needed to "continue to support the public's enjoyment of
the Rockingham Recreational Trail pedestrian/ bicycle/ equestrian corridor and improvement to it. Work with NH
DOT and DCHR (formerly DRED) to connect rail trail with rail corridor west of 1-93 as part of (the 1-93) widening
project” (p. 42 and p. 49).

Our efforts in submitting this grant reflect a continued commitment to these strategies and objectives.
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e Financial Readiness: (TAP is a reimbursement program. Sponsor will have to gross
appropriate funds for the entire project. (The Department reimburses a maximum of 80% of
each reimbursement request.) Explain how the project will be funded and the timeline for
funding. Is there a written commitment to bring this project forward for approval of funds at
town meeting, through capital reserve funds, through inclusion in the capital improvement plan,
etc. or are there funds already raised/appropriated and dedicated to this project?

As noted earlier, in 2021 and previous years, a request was submitted to the Town's Capital Improvement
Committee to include funds for this project. The 2021 CIP was approved by the Planning Board with funding
recommendations of $30,000 initially for 2021, and then from $250,000 to $370,000 from 2022-2025 to fund the
project. The CIP considers the project as one that is "necessary, needed within 1-3 years to maintain basic level
and quality community services." With this, the Board of Selectmen submitted a warrant article to the March, 2021
official ballot (see attached), which was approved by 69.80% of the voters.

Should the Town receive support for our grant application it is anticipated that a warrant article would be placed on
the 2022 Town Meeting ballot to raise the full amount of funds necessary, along with the anticipated grant
reimbursement amount. Based on past support by the CIP, Planning Board, Board of Selectmen, and the voters of

previous requests for this project, we are very optimistic that the voters would support the project and the net, 20%
Town match necessary.

Page 7 of 13



o Feasibility: Address historic, cultural, environmental, maintenance, possible areas of
contamination, and other related issues that may impact the project's ability to succeed.
Applicant should discuss issue and how it will be addressed. Discuss impacts to project
timeline and possible financial impacts.

Based on the current information available to us, we do not anticipate any major historic, cultural, or
environmental issues that would adversely affect the feasibility of completing this project.

As it pertains to maintenance of the trail once completed, again we see no issues that would affect our ability to
properly maintain the improved trail. Currently, through the volunteer-based Rail Trail Alliance and the Town
Highway/Maintenance Department, the Town actively maintains the 4.1 +/- miles of improved RRT east of 1-93
from the Windham Depot to near the Salem Town line. For example, this past year, the Town completed an
$180,000 project to improve 1200’ of the trail through the so called "ledges" which included drainage
improvements and repaving. We expect maintenance of the new sections of trail to be similarly handled.

As previously noted, the Town of Windham has ownership of the entire right-of-way from the trail intersection at
Meetinghouse Road through the entire 2.27 mile distance to its connection with the westerly edge of 1-93. The
Town acquired the deed to this right-of-way from the State of NH in April 2001 as recorded in the Rockingham
County Registry of Deeds Book 3573, Page 1971 (see attached).

The short section of trail from 1-93 to North Lowell Road is owned by DNCR, who has agreed to facilitate our

efforts by amending our current management and maintenance agreement for the eastern section of the trail to
encompass this section, as well.
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B) Safety: Projects will need to demonstrate the extent to which the project will
improve safety conditions and/or reduce the perception of user stress as a
result of the project being implemented. This criterion will be rated on the
difference between the stress level of the existing condition versus the
anticipated stress level of the proposed project.

e Stress Analysis:
o Describe the existing stress level of your project area as it exists today without the
proposed project and based on the scale below, assign it a letter. You must justify why
you chose the letter.

o Describe the anticipated stress level for the project area after the proposed project is
completed and based on the scale below, assign it a letter. You must justify why you
chose the letter.

A - Facility is reasonably safe for all children.

B - Facility can accommodate users with basic skills and knowledge of traffic.

C - Facility requires an intermediate level of skill and knowledge of traffic to use.
D - Facility requires an advanced level of skill and knowledge of traffic to use.

E - Facility is generally not suitable for pedestrians or bicyclists.

Certain, short sections of the existing rail bed over which this proposed paved trail will be constructed are currently
passable by pedestrians, and possibly some strong mountain bicyclists. However, the existing stress level of the
project area, as a whole, is considered to be an "E". This is due to much of the path being narrow and overgrown by
trees and brush; as well as involving a very uneven terrain. Additionally, many of those that want to cycle or walk in
this area are forced to use the public streets, which are inherently less safe than a paved trail that prohibits motorized
vehicular use.

Upon completion of the trail, we feel the stress level will certainly improve to a "B", and quite possibility an "A"
assuming young children are accompanied by an adult. This belief is based on the knowledge that the improved trail
will be paved, have sufficient, clear width of 12'-14' (8'-10' of paved surface and 2' of shoulder on each side) to allow
safe passage of multiple modal uses (e.g. pedestrians, bicyclists), be compliant with ADA regulations for levelness,
and be more open and visible to both those using the trail and those passing by along the nearby roads.
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e Improve Safety Conditions: /mprovement over existing safety conditions - are there
very specific actions that are being taken to improve safety. What specific safety improvements
will be made? If there is information, (road safety audit, corridor study, etc.) to support it, please
provide it in pdf format with your application. Only specific actions and improvements will be
used for scoring - anecdotal information will not be used.

The existing project area is narrow and traverses over rough terrain unsuitable and unsafe for many pedestrians or
bicyclists to use. The remoteness and limited visibility of the area also poses potential safety hazards to users.
Opening this area of trail and paving a path for use improves safety by:

(1) Allowing pedestrians and bicyclists to come off the public streets and onto a dedicated trail, thereby limiting the
potential for accidents with vehicles.

(2) Creating a more open, level, paved trail which will garner more use by pedestrians and bicyclists; thereby
improving the safety for all users. The increased presence of users on the trail will serve to deter errant or criminal
activities that may exist in a lesser used area.

(3) Improving the overall condition of not only the surface area of the trail, but also the width and visibility, will reduce
the potential for personal injury to the users.

(4) Ensuring a safe route to play for all ages to access the various cultural, natural, and recreational areas;
particularly the Nashua Road recreation sportsfields and Conservation lands.
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C) Project Connectivity: Project will need to demonstrate how it enables
movement from origins to destinations, how it fits in with the larger
transportation network and identify any other modes it will serve.

® Does the project fill a vital gap in an existing transportation network or phased plan? Does it
provide a standalone new facility that did not exist previously? Is it part of a larger phased plan?
List the different modes and destinations it link together? Please describe in detail all
connections, and if part of a phased plan what will the proposed improvement accomplish? Is it
the first phase, middle phase or final phase of the plan.

Once complete, the improvements to the GRT west of 1-93 will be connected to the Towns of Derry and Salem as the
area of the Windham Depot currently connects northward to the Derry Town Center and beyond, and south to Salem as
far as Route 97.

Collectively, when the improvements to the GRT and its connection to the Granite State Rail Trail are complete, the
Windham, Derry, and Salem regional area will have connectivity between the three (3) communities; providing
residents and visitors access to many cultural/natural resources and vistas, as well as retail and commercial
businesses. Once this project is completed, there will be over twelve (12) miles of paved trails connecting the
communities.

Furthermore, with the work being done in Londonderry and its four and a half (4 1/2) miles of completed paved rail trail

plus another one and one half (1 1/2) miles planned to bring the Granite State Rail Trail to the Londonderry-Manchester
town line, there will be a significant transportation corridor established, free of motorized vehicles.
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D) RPC/MPO Rankings: This section will be completed by the local Regional
Planning Commission for your project.

e The Department will send applications to the local Regional Planning Commissions to
score and develop a regional ranking. This information will then be incorporated into
the final score of projects.

NO ACTION NEEDED FROM APPLICANT FOR SECTION D

Only one application will be accepted per municipality

® The Department received 43 letters of interest requesting more than $29.6 million in
federal funds.
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5) Application Submission Information: The application is an adobe .pdf form
and it must be saved and copied to our Department FTP site. Any supporting
documents like the Map, Letter of support and other supporting documentation
need to be submitted with the application in pdf format and saved to the FTP
site. Directions on accessing the Department FTP site are below. A tutorial on
accessing the FTP site and copying files will be on the TAP website.

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY 11:59PM FRIDAY MARCH 19, 2021!

Failure to meet this deadline will result in your project being removed
from the scoring process.

Submission Guidelines

Format: Application form must be saved electronically as a pdf and then copied to the
Department FTP site. All supporting maps, letters and other documents must be saved as a pdf
and transmitted saved to the Department FTP site with the application form.

Naming Convention: The FTP site has one folder for all submissions, TAP Applications
Round 4. To keep track of the applications and attachments it is essential you follow the
following naming convention. Name of town/city followed by file.

Example: ConcordApplication.pdf ConcordMAP.pdf ConcordLetterOfSupport.pdf

Failure to follow this naming convention will cause confusion and could result in applications
and/or attachments being lost.

A TUTORIAL DOCUMENT WILL BE PUT ON THE TAP WEBSITE. THIS DOCUMENT WILL SHOW
HOW TO ACCESS THE FTP SITE, HOW TO COPY FILES TO THE SITE AND TO EXPLAIN THE
REQUIRED NAMING CONVENTION

Submission: All files must be received on or before 11:59 PM Friday March 189,
2021.

Direct any questions to: Tom Jameson, email: thomas.e.jameson@dot.nh.gov , phone: 271-
3462
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As seen in the attached letters, the proposed project has garnered the support of the Town's Conservation Commission, Recreation Committee, the Rail Trail Alliance, Board of Selectmen, and our legislators. Additionally, as was the case with the Town's previous TAP application for this same project, a funding request for 2021 was submitted to our Capital Improvements Committee where it received positive support. The Committee gave the project a CIP ranking of 2.33 (defined as "necessary and needed within 1-3 years"). The CIP recommended to the Planning Board, who accepted, that $30,000 be allocated in 2021 with additional funding planned over the next few years to fund the project. The Board of Selectmen brought forth an article to the 2021 Town Meeting to create a Capital Reserve Fund for the project and raise $30,000 to be placed into the fund, which was approved by the voters by 69.80%; indicating a significant level of support. 

Improvements to our rail trail corridors and providing additional, safe routes of travel for pedestrians, bicyclists and other outdoor enthusiasts has been, and continues to be, a goal of our Town and our Planning Board. This is evidenced by not only the current Master Plan (adopted in 2005) which identified as a key issue for the Town "enhancing, improving access to, and management of the Town's trails and conservation lands" (p. 41). 

In efforts to accomplish both a key Recreation/Cultural Objective and a Transportation/Circulation Objective, in 2005 a strategy was developed which stated the Town needed to "continue to support the public's enjoyment of the Rockingham Recreational Trail pedestrian/ bicycle/ equestrian corridor and improvement to it. Work with NH DOT and DCHR (formerly DRED) to connect rail trail with rail corridor west of I-93 as part of (the I-93) widening project" (p. 42 and p. 49). 

Our efforts in submitting this grant reflect a continued commitment to these strategies and objectives.
	Text40: As noted earlier, in 2021 and previous years, a request was submitted to the Town's Capital Improvement Committee to include funds for this project. The 2021 CIP was approved by the Planning Board with funding recommendations of $30,000 initially for 2021, and then from $250,000 to $370,000 from 2022-2025 to fund the project. The CIP considers the project as one that is "necessary, needed within 1-3 years to maintain basic level and quality community services." With this, the Board of Selectmen submitted a warrant article to the March, 2021 official ballot (see attached), which was approved by 69.80% of the voters. 

Should the Town receive support for our grant application it is anticipated that a warrant article would be placed on the 2022 Town Meeting ballot to raise the full amount of funds necessary, along with the anticipated grant reimbursement amount. Based on past support by the CIP, Planning Board, Board of Selectmen, and the voters of previous requests for this project, we are very optimistic that the voters would support the project and the net, 20% Town match necessary.


	Text41: Based on the current information available to us, we do not anticipate any major historic, cultural, or environmental issues that would adversely affect the feasibility of completing this project. 

As it pertains to maintenance of the trail once completed, again we see no issues that would affect our ability to properly maintain the improved trail. Currently, through the volunteer-based Rail Trail Alliance and the Town Highway/Maintenance Department, the Town actively maintains the 4.1 +/- miles of improved RRT east of I-93 from the Windham Depot to near the Salem Town line. For example, this past year, the Town completed an $180,000 project to improve 1200' of the trail through the so called "ledges" which included drainage improvements and repaving. We expect maintenance of the new sections of trail to be similarly handled. 

As previously noted, the Town of Windham has ownership of the entire right-of-way from the trail intersection at Meetinghouse Road through the entire 2.27 mile distance to its connection with the westerly edge of I-93. The Town acquired the deed to this right-of-way from the State of NH in April 2001 as recorded in the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds Book 3573, Page 1971 (see attached). 

The short section of trail from I-93 to North Lowell Road is owned by DNCR, who has agreed to facilitate our efforts by amending our current management and maintenance agreement for the eastern section of the trail to encompass this section, as well.
	Text42: Certain, short sections of the existing rail bed over which this proposed paved trail will be constructed are currently passable by pedestrians, and possibly some strong mountain bicyclists. However, the existing stress level of the project area, as a whole, is considered to be an "E". This is due to much of the path being narrow and overgrown by trees and brush; as well as involving a very uneven terrain. Additionally, many of those that want to cycle or walk in this area are forced to use the public streets, which are inherently less safe than a paved trail that prohibits motorized vehicular use.

Upon completion of the trail, we feel the stress level will certainly improve to a "B", and quite possibility an "A" assuming young children are accompanied by an adult. This belief is based on the knowledge that the improved trail will be paved, have sufficient, clear width of 12'-14' (8'-10' of paved surface and 2' of shoulder on each side) to allow safe passage of multiple modal uses (e.g. pedestrians, bicyclists), be compliant with ADA regulations for levelness, and be more open and visible to both those using the trail and those passing by along the nearby roads.
	Text43: The existing project area is narrow and traverses over rough terrain unsuitable and unsafe for many pedestrians or bicyclists to use. The remoteness and limited visibility of the area also poses potential safety hazards to users. Opening this area of trail and paving a path for use improves safety by:

(1) Allowing pedestrians and bicyclists to come off the public streets and onto a dedicated trail, thereby limiting the potential for accidents with vehicles.  

(2) Creating a more open, level, paved trail which will garner more use by pedestrians and bicyclists; thereby improving the safety for all users. The increased presence of users on the trail will serve to deter errant or criminal activities that may exist in a lesser used area.

(3) Improving the overall condition of not only the surface area of the trail, but also the width and visibility, will reduce the potential for personal injury to the users.

(4) Ensuring a safe route to play for all ages to access the various cultural, natural, and recreational areas; particularly the Nashua Road recreation sportsfields and Conservation lands.
	Text44: 
Once complete, the improvements to the GRT west of I-93 will be connected to the Towns of Derry and Salem as the area of the Windham Depot currently connects northward to the Derry Town Center and beyond, and south to Salem as far as Route 97. 

Collectively, when the improvements to the GRT and its connection to the Granite State Rail Trail are complete, the Windham, Derry, and Salem regional area will have connectivity between the three (3) communities; providing residents and visitors access to many cultural/natural resources and vistas, as well as retail and commercial businesses. Once this project is completed, there will be over twelve (12) miles of paved trails connecting the communities. 

Furthermore, with the work being done in Londonderry and its four and a half (4 1/2) miles of completed paved rail trail plus another one and one half (1 1/2) miles planned to bring the Granite State Rail Trail to the Londonderry-Manchester town line, there will be a significant transportation corridor established, free of motorized vehicles.  


