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  The Piscataquog River Watershed  

Piscataquog River State Classifications 

 

Natural: 
• Five mile minimum 
• Segments in undisturbed and undeveloped 

settings 
• Free- flowing 
• Existing water quality shall not be lower  
      than Class B 
 
Rural  
• Three mile minimum 
• Agriculture, forest and some residential 

setting 
• Existing water quality shall be at least 

Class B or have the potential for restora-
tion to Class B 

 Community : 
• One mile minimum 
• Segments in developed, populated and urban areas 
• Existing water quality is Class B or has the potential 

for restoration to Class B 
 
Rural-Community: 
• Three mile minimum 
• Combination of open space, agriculture, residential 

commercial and existing land use 
• Existing water quality shall be Class B or have the 

potential for restoration to Class B 

Fourth Order Streams:  
• Rivers or segments under the jurisdiction of the  
      Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act. 
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River Classifications and Regulations 

Recommended Best Practices from the Piscataqoug River Management Plan 

Water Quality 
▪ Minimize impacts from leach fields, non-point source  
       pollution and land application of sludge and septage 
▪ Follow NH OEM’s Emergency Management Guidelines for  
      hazardous response work 
▪ Eliminate combined sewer overflows on the Piscataquog  
      River 
▪ Extend coverage of Shoreland Protection Act (SPA) to all   
      parts of river not covered  through adoption of SPA model  
      ordinance by local towns 
Instream Flow 
▪ Encourage water conservation 
▪ Minimize impacts of riparian development on the instream 
      flow 
Streambank Stabilization 
▪ Minimize erosion and streambank degradation 
▪ Use native vegetation for stabilization as appropriate 

ACTIVITIES ALLOWED RIVER CLASSIFICATIONS 

Dams and Encroachments  Natural Rural  Rural-Community  Community 

Construction of New Dams No No  No  Yes 

Reconstruction of Breached Dams No Yes (within six years) Yes (within six years) Yes 

Channel Alterations No (excluding repairs) Yes (with conditions) Yes  (with conditions) Yes (with conditions) 

Water Quality/Water Quantity  Natural Rural  Rural-Community  Community  

Water Quality Class A or B Class B Class B Class B 

Interbasin Transfers No  No  No  No 

Protected Instream Flow Yes Yes  Yes Yes 

Waste Disposal  Natural  Rural Rural-Community  Community  

New Landfills No (within 1/4 mile) 
No (within 500-year flood-

plain) 
No (within 500-year flood-

plain) 
No (within 500-year flood-

plain) 

New Hazardous Waste Facilities No(within 1/4 mile) Not Applicable Not Applicable Not Applicable 

Other New Solid Waste Facilities No (within 250 feet) No (within 250 feet) No (within 250 feet) No (within 250 feet) 

Fertilizer  Natural Rural  Rural-Community  Community  

Manure, Lime, and Wood Ash Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Sludge and Septage 
No within 250 feet (with     

limited exceptions) 
No within 250 feet (with    

limited exceptions) 
No within 250 feet (with    

limited exceptions) 
No within 250 feet (with    

limited exceptions) 

Recreation Use  Natural  Rural  Rural-Community  Community  

Motorized Watercraft No Yes ("headway" speed only Yes ("headway" speed only Yes ("headway" speed only 

Natural Resources 
▪ Protect and enhance important fish spawning and  
      rearing habitats within the corridor 
▪ Protect threatened, endangered, sensitive and native  
       species 
▪ Promote land conservation within the watershed to 
       enhance the natural resources of the river 
Scenic Resources 
▪ Preserve scenic features through the adoption of 
       local ordinances and sensitive development 
Cultural Resources 
▪ PRLAC review all permit applications and comment  
      on any possible impacts on cultural resources 
▪ Encourage communities to inventory known sites 
      of historic and cultural significance 
▪ Encourage written agreements with landowners to  
      protect known sites on a voluntary basis 

Recreation Opportunities 
▪ Maintain existing public access points 
▪ Develop guidelines for appropriate public use 
▪ Evaluate the need for additional public access areas and  
       identify potential locations 


